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MAXIMAPHILY OF SAUDI ARABIA

By: Yusuf Aidroos

MAXIMAPHILY IS ONE OF THE BRANCHES OF PHILATELY; ITS OBJECT IS TO
COLLECT POSTAGE STAMP AFFIXED ON POSTCARD COMPLYING WITH
CERTAIN CRITERIA OF CONCORDANCE. JUSTIFIABLY ALSO CALLED
’’MAXIMUM CARD" BECAUSE OF ITS THREE POSTAL COMPONENTS:
THE POSTAGE STAMP —– VALID FOR POSTAL USE AND BE WITHOUT DEFECTS.
THE POSTCARD  —–  PREFERABLY COMMERCIALLY PRINTED AND ITS
ILLUSTRATION HAVE BEST POSSIBLE CONCORDANCE WITH SUBJECT OF
STAMP.
THE POSTAL CANCELLATION OR POSTMARK —– AUTHENTIC, LEGIBLE AND
DIRECT RELATION WITH SUBJECT OF STAMP OR POSTCARD.
THE MAXIMUM CARDS DO NOT EXIST BY THEMSELVES AND OBVIOUSLY
HAVE TO BE CREATED. THEY TOOK INTO EFFECT AROUND 1925. PRESENTLY,
MAXIMAPHILISTS ARE SPREAD OVER SIXTEEN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES
BELONGING TO F.I.P, INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR PHILATELY.
MAXIMAPHILY IS HIGHLY DEVELOPED IN COUNTRIES WHERE IT IS
SUPPORTED AND DEFENDED BY THE FEDERATION CONCERNED.
IN THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA, POSTCARDS ARE NOT A VERY POPULAR
MEANS OF CORRESPONDENCE. FURTHERMORE, THE SOURCE OF
ENCOURAGEMENT FOR A THRIVING POSTCARD BUSINESS IS CUT SHORT BY
MINIMAL TOURIST ACTIVITIES. POSTCARDS ARE UNPOPULAR FOR VARIOUS
OTHER REASONS, SUCH AS,
a)  VARIETY AND AVAILABILITY OF POSTCARD IS LIMITED.
b)  WRITING SPACE IS LIMITED AND POSTAGE COST IS ALMOST SAME AS

ENVELOPES.
c)  MATTER IS EXPOSED, HENCE LOSING PRIVACY.
d)  REGISTRATION OF POSTCARDS IS NOT OFFERED.
e)  RECEIPT OF POSTCARDS IS SOMETIMES UNCERTAIN IN OTHER COUNTRIES

AS THE AESTHETIC BEAUTY OF THE PICTURE LEADS TO PILFERING.
FAVORED CANCELS ARE NOT OBLIGED AND DUE TO THE INTRODUCTION OF
FRANKING METER MACHINES IN THE POST OFFICES OF THE KINGDOM, HAND
CANCELLATIONS HAVE DECREASED.
IN A VERY SHORT SPAN OF TIME, SAUDI ARABIA HAS ATTAINED HIGH INTERNA-
TIONAL STANDARDS IN MANY FIELDS WHICH IS REFLECTED THROUGH THE
POSTCARDS AND STAMPS DISPLAYED AND EMPHASISES KINGDOM'S DEVELOP-
MENT POLICIES, AND LINK WITH ISLAMIC FAITH.
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