
AN OPEN ACCESS PHILATELIC 

REFERENCE LIBRARY IN ZOTERO:

An example for Latin America and the Middle East





PERSONAL MOTIVATION

 Minor subject: philosophy and sociology of science (De Solla Price, Little Science, Big Science)

 Member 1st Visitation commission Sociology, Politics, and Management Studies (1988)

 Introduction to Scientometrics (Science Citation Index, Altmetrics)

 Created a bibliographic database for the Medical Faculty of the University of Groningen (1988)

 Writing scientific articles since 1993, using “Reference Manager” since 1998, “RefWorks” since 2015



THE LINK BETWEEN A BIBLIOGRAPHY, A REVIEW, A 

REFERENCE LIST, AN INDEX AND LIBRARIES

“A reference list contains works that specifically support the ideas, claims, and concepts in a 
paper; in contrast, a bibliography provides works for background or further reading and may 
include descriptive notes [and analysis: Review]” (Reference Lists versus Bibliographies, n.d.). 

An item on a reference list, bibliography or review relates to an abstraction, not a physical 
object. The physical objects books or journals can be found in a library. Within the library it 
will have a location relative to its presence within the library. But due to digitalization the 
boundaries are fading.

Index: bibliography sorted by tags or keywords



FORMATS, STRUCTURES OF RESOURCES:

PHILATELY AND SCIENCE

Negus (1991) Philatelic Literature: Compilation Techniques and Reference Sources

• Format books

• Format articles

• Bibliographies

• indexes

Institute for Scientific Information:

Research Information Systems (RIS-format)(1956-1980?)

o Books

o articles

o Chapters

o Full journals

o Electronic Sources (2000+)



A RESOURCE (BOOK, ARTICLE, WEBSITE, BLOG, VIDEO)



WHAT’S IN A NAME

• Fullname

• First name

• Last name

• Surname

• Prefix 

• Suffix

• Initials

• ORCID (a persistent digital identifier (an ORCID iD) that you own and control, and that 

distinguishes you from every other researcher)

• Society, institute?



WHY ZOTERO?*
software developer first Free BibTex RIS WORD (Windows) Google Docs LibreOffice

BibBase Christian Fritz 2005 No No No No No No

Biblioscape CG Information 1997 No ? ? Yes No No

Bookends Sonny Software 1988 No Yes Yes Yes No Yes

Citavi QSR International[4] 2006 No Yes Yes Yes No No

CiteULike Oversity Limited 2004 No No Yes No No No

colwiz colwiz Ltd 2011 No Yes Yes Yes No Yes

EndNote Clarivate Analytics 1988 No Yes Yes Yes No No

Mendeley Elsevier 2005 No Yes Yes Yes No Yes

Paperpile Stefan Washietl, Gregorgy Jordan, Andreas Gruber 2013 No No Yes in beta Yes No

Qiqqa Qiqqa 2010 No No No Yes No No

ReadCube Papers (now Papers) ReadCube 2011 No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Reference Manager Thomson Reuters 1984 No No Yes Yes No No

RefME RefME 2014 No ? ? ? ? ?

RefWorks Ex Libris / ProQuest 2001 No Yes Yes Yes Yes No

SciRef Scientific Programs 2012 No No Yes Yes No No

Sente Third Street Software, Inc. 2004 No Yes Yes Yes No No

WizFolio WizPatent 2008 No No Yes Yes Yes Yes

Bebop ALaRI Institute 2007 Yes No No No No No

BibDesk BibDesk developers 2003 Yes No Yes No ? No

BibSonomy University of Kassel 2006 Yes Yes Yes No No No

Bibus Bibus developers 2004 Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes

JabRef JabRef developers 2003 Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes

KBibTeX KBibTeX developers 2005 Yes Yes Yes No No No

Pybliographer pybliographer developers 1998 Yes Yes No No No Yes

refbase refbase developers 2003 Yes Yes Yes No No Yes[43]

RefDB refdb developers 2001 Yes Yes Yes No No No

Referencer Referencer developers 2008 Yes No No ? ? ?

Wikindx Mark Grimshaw 2004 Yes Yes Yes WIP Yes WIP

Zotero Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media at GMU 2006 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

*ANON. 2021. “COMPARISON OF REFERENCE MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE.” WIKIPEDIA.



ADDED

TO DO LIST

Journal years Status

The London Philatelist 1892-1920, 1977-1984, 1986-1994, 1996-1997, 2015-2021

TLP 1892-1920, 1977-1984, 1986-1994, 1996-1997 tagged

Gibbons Stamps Monthly 2008 (4)-2017 (4) tagged

Random Notes (Saudi Arabia) 1986-2021 (at the moment: excluded ‘random notes’) tagged

Scribblings RMPL 2008-2021 tagged

The American Journal of Philately 1868-1876 tagged 

The Collectors Club Philatelist 1922-2020 tagged

The Middle East Philatelic Bulletin 2015-2021 tagged

The American Revenuer 1963-2015, 2009 no journal tagged

The Levant, Journal ONEPS 2000-2021 tagged

El Trencito (Peru, Spanish) 1987-1992 tagged

The American Philatelist 2007-2017 tagged

Acedemus (Spanish) 2000-2011 tagged

El Quetzal (Guatemala, English) 1949-2021 tagged

Copacarta 1983-1988 (vol 01 – vol 05) tagged

Medio Real 2017-2021 (vol 01 – vol 19) tagged

journal years access Status

Mainsheet (Latin America, English) 1972-2000 No longer exist In progress

Copacarta (Colombia/Panama, Eng.) 1987-2002 Membership Downloaded

El Quetzal (Guatemala, English) 1949-2021 Membership Downloaded

The Canal Zone Study Group (English) 1953-2006 Membership Downloaded

Cuadernos Uruguayanos (Spanish) 1985-2011 Open access in progress (including ‘translations’ 

of abstracts)

Haiti Philately (English) In progress

Filatelia Peruana (Spanish) 1949-2021 Open access Downloaded

El Trencito 2 (Peru, Spanish) 2009-2020 Open access Downloaded

Fundacion Bose (Argentina, Eng + Sp.) 1997-2007 Open access Downloaded

Chile Filatelico (Chile, Spanish) 1929-2020 Open access Downloaded

The Dhow, Aden & Somaliland Study Group 

Journal

2000-2021 Gifted by Study Group Downloaded

OPAL Membership To be obtained

Journals added or on to do list



HTTPS://WWW.ZOTERO.ORG/GROUPS/4416851/PHLATELIC_RESOURCES_-ARTICLES_BOOKS_WEBSITES/LIBRARY



FREE SEARCH



KEYWORDS OR TAGS



FOUND IT AND THEN?

 Go to URL to view or download resource

 Worldcat.org

 Amazon books

 Google books

 Royal Philatelic Society Library (RPSL)

 American Philatelic Research Library (APRL)

 Smithsonian or Library of Congres



CITEANDWRITE (EXAMPLE)



HAVE YOU OWN ZOTERO

1. Download and install Zotero

2. Download and install Browser Connector (WorldCat/Amazon)

3. Download and install WORD or LibreOffice Addin (CiteAndWrite)

4. Connect to Zotero Online

5. Ask me to have you join the online group (create Bibliographies, 

CiteAndWrite)

6. Create you own libraries



THE FUTURE

❑ One database for all philatelic references (books, articles, websites, blogs, videos; all 

collecting areas)

❑ Add all open access resources, preferably with DOI

❑ At one location in the world (the Smithsonian, APRL, RPSL or a national archive)

❑ Have Zotero adapt multiple libraries, an author identifier (like ORCID) and multiple ISBN or 

ISSN identifiers (eISBN, eISSN, ISBN10, ISBN13).


