ARABIAN PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION

FALL, 1983

Random Notes No. 25

1. The course of the stamp market is still interesting to me. For
example, prices on British material, especially in Great Britain, continue
a slow decline. Other prices are either up or down, depending on what
you're looking at. Our own auction next month will probably tell us some
things about Saudi prices. But, all in all, it would seem that now is
still a poor time to sell stamps unless they are truly scarce, and a good
time to accumulate the better material that you need to build your
collections.

2. A recent article in Linn's Stamp News discussed the sad state of
affairs for stamp clubs, saying that many had had declines of twenty to
thirty percent in the number of members this year as compared to last
year. I would speculate that many of the last vyear's members were
so-called investors who got burned when prices dropped and have lost all
further interest in stamps. There may also be those who got into
collecting because it looked like a way of making an easy dollar, and
those types will also be disappointed. On the other hand, plain old
collectors like you and me will still be around.

3. I received a nice, long letter from David Graham, and I would like
to repeat some things from it that I think are of interest. First, some
news about the stamp album. The pages themselves, with the illustrations
in full color, will be going to press 1in November, as the necessary
approvals have been obtained from Mr. Kamal Safdar in Saudi Arabia. The
layout of the album will be:

o Introduction in Arabic and English. This will be about seventeen
pages giving historical background and presenting some notes on philatelic
terms.

o A total of 115 full-color illustrated pages for all stamps from
1916 to 1983: Accession of King Fahd and Installation of Crown Prince
Abdallah. Two pages have been set aside for the small-format definitives,
and they will be published with a supplement after one or two years,
depending on what is issued. The airmail, postage due, official, and
postal tax stamps have been put at the end in accordance with the Scott
system. No numbers have been given to the stamps.

Some sample pages were sent to me by David, and I have had them copied
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and attached for you to look at. These are "copies of copies", and I'm
sure the originals will look a lot better.

o Following the pages will be a reference section with illustrations
of a number of covers, cancels, and sheets in color. Also included will
be some error types.

o Finally, there are forty-five black and white illustrations of
overprints, surcharges, handstamps, watermarks, and so forth. I have
copied one of these and attached it for you.

Pages will be scored so that they will lie flat. They will be drilled
with five holes placed so that they will fit Lighthouse binders as well
as standard three-ring types, or the collector can use springback binders.
The Saudi Arabian Philatelic Society 1is ordering special Lighthouse
binders with the SAPS logo. Filatco will arrange to supply binders if a
sufficient quantity is ordered. The paper used for all pages is 80-pound
acid-free Natural Karma.

Retail price is to be $120, not too bad in relationship to the price
of black and white albums. However, Filatco, which is what Elias and David
call themselves, will offer the albums to the Arabian Philatelic
Association members at a price of $75 plus shipping.

David says that the project was conceived back in 1978, and so has
been five years in preparation. The introduction has not been approved
yet, and current plans are to go ahead and issue the pages after the
printing in November is finished. The introduction and special binders if
any will then come later. David suggested an order form in the Random
Notes, but I suggest that you simply write him at:

David Graham

Filatco

Box 1461

Appleton, Wisconsin 54913

4. David sent along photocopies of two recent auction lots: Scott 38B
(Lot 1434 from the Superior Galleries sale of last February), and Scott
P2 (Lot 1461 from the same sale). I attach these also. Very rare items.

5. Another attachment from David: pictures of some forgeries he found

recently. The first purports to be a "black" Caliphate overprint, but the
top line is slanted and has the dot on the wrong side of the "khaf". The
second 1is another "black" that is much better done—examination under a
glass shows thick, well-formed letters, unlike the normal printing, which
you can see 1if you take a genuine copy of a Caliphate stamp and look
through it at the light. The letters are poorly printed and look almost
doubled. Also, the "tadh" characters are not quite right, and David says
they really stand out as different if you have a number of them together.
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Numbers three and four on the same page are new examples of forgeries that
David hadn't seen before. The surcharge on Number 3 is especially poor,
and the ink on Number 4 has run into the stamp a bit.

6. The last attachment is a shot of a cover prepared for the first show
held by the Jeddah branch of the Saudi Arabian Philatelic Society May
18-25.

7. I see that the Auction Catalogue is out for our sale of November 17,
1983. This is the place to get genuinely overprinted items expertized by
the APA's staff. There are some interesting items in this sale that I'd
like to call your attention to:

Lot 10 The scarce El-Akaba cancel. These are possibly favor
cancels, but then I haven't seen the item.

Lot 52-7 A set of these illegibles is tough to come by, as are
the varieties.

Lot 58-66 These are also hard to find genuine.

Lots 137, 437 If you collect first flights, these are for you.

Lots 160-83 Some nice imperforates. If you don't get these
now, you will kick yourself later on. See also Lot 203 and others
just following.

Lot 316 What do you suppose these are?--fascinating!

Lots 335/51 More imperforates.

Lot 364 This 2pi is seldom offered.

Lot 398 The hard ones are the 4pi and 20pi.

Lot 425 This set is getting hard to find.

Nothing terribly rare, except Lot 364. Should be something for
everyone.

8. I see that in Random Notes No. 24, Item 7, I goofed. Thanks to Dave
Williams for spotting it. Mr. Jung's specimen is, of course, from Mekkah,
not Medina. I hope this didn't cause anyone trouble.

9. Linn's Stamp News for October 10th, page 52, carried an article
entitled "Saudi Arabia Reprints Items". I have permission of Linn's to

quote it in full:

"The Government Security Printing Press, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia,
recently installed a new press and a new perforating machine.
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"Current definitives released in May and June included: Kaaba 1 riyal
(May 25) and Khafji 20 halalas (May 25), 65h (July 3), and 1lri (July 3).

"These four values were reprinted from new plates by the Government
Security Printing Press in sheets of 105, perforation 12.

"The 20h stamp featuring the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, originally
issued July 2, 1979, was redrawn and printed from new plates. It was issued
July 31.

"The name of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in Arabic, K.S.A., and the
year 1399 in Arabic were removed and replaced by the Saudi emblem (two
crossed swords and a palm tree).

"The stamp was printed in sheets of 54, perf 12.

"On Aug. 9, 20ha and 65ha values were issued to commemorate the 6th
anniversary of the United Arab Shipping Co.

"The 20h was designed by Ashfaqg Ghani and the 65h by Ibrahim Tahtawi.
Both feature ships.

"The stamps were printed by offset in sheets of 50, perf 14. The
printing total is 400,000 sets."

26 October 1983
Random Notes No. 25
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ARABIAN PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION AUCTION RESULTS NOV.

1983

LOT LOT LOT LOT LOT LOT LOT LOT
NO. SR NO. SR NO. SR NO. SR NO. SR NO. SR NO. SR NO. SR
1 50 58 130 116 150 177 360 237 85 288 85 341 420 395 65
6 36 59 80 117 220 178 380 238 130 289 38 342 150 396 180
7 30 60 34 118 220 179 200 239 85 290 150 343 200 398 170
8 1100 61 120 119 120 180 220 240 70 291 60 344 180 399 60
9 260 62 170 120 170 181 200 241 650 292 95 345 170 400 30
10 40 63 190 121 60 182 220 242 850 293 65 346 170 401 60
12 34 64 75 122 220 183 250 243 220 294 100 348 170 402 80
13 150 65 180 123 130 184 75 244 1500 295 110 350 170 403 44
14 100 66 160 126 110 185 50 245 220 296 30 351 170 404 110
15 34 67 100 127 1300 186 46 246 220 297 36 353 40 405 220
16 65 68 100 128 500 187 450 247 120 298 50 355 100 406 250
17 200 69 75 129 75 188 70 248 120 299 90 356 60 407 350
18 120 70 100 130 140 189 80 249 1150 300 200 357 65 408 70
19 80 71 150 131 36 190 500 250 3150 301 200 358 100 409 70
20 170 72 220 132 38 191 30 252 60 302 200 359 70 410 120
21 220 73 140 133 150 192 48 252 100 303 220 360 60 411 110
22 80 75 500 134 95 1893 44 253 180 304 55 361 65 412 34
23 120 77 30 135 350 194 30 254 W/D 305 80 362 70 413 240
24 75 78 130 136 55 195 46 255 150 306 90 363 38 416 220
25 130 79 100 137 100 196 85 256 130 307 65 364 1350 417 80
26 55 81 420 138 300 197 75 257 1400 308 95 365 85 418 60
27 140 82 1500 139 380 198 110 258 140 309 55 366 85 419 120
28 34 83 40 140 100 199 120 259 110 310 130 367 140 421 75
29 70 84 200 141 50 200 80 260 140 311 80 368 60 422 140
30 32 85 140 142 42 201 80 261 360 312 340 369 280 423 100
31 95 86 110 143 100 201 42 262 40 313 300 370 140 424 170
32 44 88 340 144 240 205 38 263 65 314 130 371 130 425 700
33 170 89 190 145 700 208 60 264 70 315 150 372 140 426 130
34 42 91 170 146 70 210 150 265 90 316 110 373 40 427 75
35 90 92 200 147 180 211 110 266 34 317 170 374 160 428 85
36 50 93 240 148 46 213 110 267 85 318 140 375 380 429 110
37 160 94 90 149 75 214 320 268 260 319 75 376 420 430 85
38 75 95 60 150 240 215 110 269 70 320 500 377 360 431 80
39 110 96 170 151 130 216 240 270 38 321 550 378 320 432 90
40 50 97 200 152 155 217 1650 271 50 322 320 379 120 435 80
41 130 98 70 153 60 219 110 272 150 323 290 380 130 436 65
43 60 99 40 154 110 221 30 273 46 324 320 381 85 437 150
44 120 100 120 155 70 223 100 274 220 325 240 382 90 438 40
45 190 101 450 156 90 224 70 276 100 326 280 383 1000 439 40
46 120 103 200 157 750 225 48 277 70 327 340 384 75 440 40
47 60 104 140 158 48 226 65 278 75 328 170 385 50
48 170 105 70 159 44 227 38 279 110 329 130 386 65
49 80 106 75 161 420 228 55 280 75 330 30 387 65
50 40 107 75 162 30 229 50 281 110 331 30 388 220
51 120 108 75 163 180 230 65 282 170 333 50 389 55
52 450 109 75 165 260 231 60 283 85 335 170 390 50
53 200 110 60 166 260 232 95 284 300 336 170 391 85
54 180 111 360 167 125 233 65 285 85 337 150 392 55
56 150 113 260 173 460 235 80 286 160 338 85 393 110
57 200 114 500 176 220 236 90 287 300 340 100 394 85
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