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THE ARABIAN PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION

The Association was established in 1968 in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia by a
group of Aramco employees particularly interested in Saudi Arabian
philately. Membership is open to all interested Aramco employees and
their dependents eligible to use Aramco facilities. Annual dues are SR
10. Others may subscribe to A.P.A. publications and participate in the
A.P.A. new issue service and auctions. Annual subscription fee is SR
10 in Saudi Arabia, $5 (U.S.) in Europe, and $7 in the U.S.A. There is
a one-time initiation fee of SR 25 or U.S. $7.50 for both members and
subscribers. Annual fees include all publications for the year (by
airmail).

Applications for membership or subscriptions, together with dues or
fees, should be sent to the treasurer. Checks should be made payable
to The Arabian Philatelic Association. All changes of address should
be sent to the secretary.

All of the following A.P.A. officers may be addressed c/o Aramco Box
1929, Dhahran 31311, Saudi Arabia.

RANDOM NOTES

The A.P.A.'s publication, RANDOM NOTES, is issued four times a year.

The editor is Mr. R. J. Thoden, Aramco Box 1802, Dhahran 31311, Saudi
Arabia.

Contributions for publication in the RANDOM NOTES are solicited and
should be submitted to the editor. Short items from subscribers in
the U.S.A. may also be submitted to Mr. J.M. Wilson for incorporation
into his regular article. The right to edit or reject all submissions
is reserved.

A.P.A. meetings are held the second Saturday of each month at 7 P.M.
in Aramco facilities in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.

The A.P.A. provides a new issue service for Saudi stamps to its members
and subscribers. This is handled by:

B.H. Walthall, President.

A.E. Sonntag, Vice President R.J. Thoden, Forgeries Manual

W. A. King, Secretary J.I. Kearney, Auctioneer

S. Manjikian, Treasurer K. Quarfoth, Annual Show Chairman

E.W. Bain, Librarian

R.J. Thoden - for members attending meetings in Dhahran.

J.M. Wilson - For subscribers in the U.S.A. Mr. Wilson charges a
fee for his services. His address is: P.O. Box
3054, Humble, Texas, U.S.A. 77347-3054.

J.I. Kearney - for subscribers elsewhere, including Saudi Arabia.
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RANDOM NOTES FROM DHAHRAN

By: R. J. Thoden

1. Part III of the REFERENCE MANUAL OF SAUDI ARABIAN FORGERIES has
finally been completed. Copies have been distributed to all A.P.A. members
and subscribers who previously obtained Parts I and II, and who have paid
their 1985 dues. Members and subscribers who do not have Parts I and II
and are interested in obtaining copies of all three parts, may contact
the editor.

2. As a result of the listing of the small Khafji and Ka'aba definitives
in RANDOM NOTES NO. 30, a number of new issue service subscribers have
reported that they are missing some of the items listed. Please note that
the following varieties were not obtainable by the new issue service and
were not distributed to subscribers:

Those interested in obtaining these will have to try their luck with
dealers.

3. The A.P.A.’S three-time President, Warren L. Latshaw, has left Aramco
for retirement. I am sure all members join me in thanking Warren for his
many services to the A.P.A., and wishing him well.

4. APEX-14, our annual show, will be held December 5 in Dhahran. It is
not too early for our local members to start thinking about and preparing
their exhibits.

5. No one responded to the call for a volunteer to prepare an index for
the first 30 issues of the RANDOM NOTES. The opportunity for someone to
make a meaningful contribution to the A.P.A. thus remains open.

6. More contributors of articles for the RANDOM NOTES are needed. There
is currently no backlog of material. Thus the editor may not be able to
maintain quarterly publication much longer unless more contributions are
received. We can use not only study-type articles on the early Hejaz and
Nejd issues, but also articles on postal history, forerunners, in fact,
just about any topic relating to Saudi philately. Articles explaining the
significance of modern issues would also be welcome. For example, I'm sure
our readers would appreciate an article explaining the Hajj (pilgrimage)
as depicted on the annual series of stamps issued on this occasion.

7. Our subscriber in Holland, Bob Jung, has prepared his own list of the
1960-78 Dam, GOSP and plane definitives.  This listing differs from B.H.
Walthall's in RANDOM NOTES NO. 30 in that it includes watermark position
varieties of the 1963-65 Cairo printing, 1963 Jeddah printing, and 1968-76
Riyadh printing.  Also, it differentiates between the "wide-tooth" at the
left or the right of the stamp for the De La Rue Sa'ud and Faisal cartouche

15h Khafji perf. 13½, wmk R and L.
50h Khafji perf. 14 x 13½, wmk R.
65h Khafji perf. 14 x 13½, wmk U.
65h Ka’aba perf. 13½, wmk R and L.
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straight line "PAQUEBOT"
framed "PAQUEBOT" (two sizes)
straight line "PLEINE MER"
framed "PLEINE MER" (two sizes)
two line "PACQUEBOT / POSTED AT SEA"
straight line "BOULAC"

issues. Bob's table is reproduced on page 5 of this issue.

Bob has also prepared a table listing the watermark position
varieties of all commemoratives issued on watermarked paper.
The editor would like to check this over before publishing it.
Hopefully, it will appear in RANDOM NOTES NO. 32.

8. Stamps of the Hejaz Third Jeddah Provisional issue and the
King Ali issue exist with ship or "paquebot" cancels in black,
purple or red:

The overprints on the stamps seen by the editor are always
genuine, and the king Ali issues have Jeddah (not Cairo)
overprints. Nevertheless, the editor has always suspected these
markings as philatelically inspired (at best) or fakes. Does
anyone have any definite information?

9. Max Mayo, in his book BARID AL-SA'UDIYAH WA AL-HEJAZ WA NAJD, says that
the first airmail set (Scott Cl-6) was lithographed in Cairo, with later
printings by the Government Printing Press, in Makkah (Mecca).  Does
anyone have any information in support of this statement? All sheets seen
by the editor have the imprint of the Saudi Government Printing Press,
Makkah, and are dated 1368 Hijrah (1949). The relatively crude printing
of this issue is typical of  the products of the Government Press at that
time.

Also, what is the explanation for the existence on the market of the many
imperforates, double impressions, trial colors, etc., of this issue?
Similar varieties are not known of the Tughra and other issues printed by
the Government Printing Press. Their existence could possibly mean they
were printed elsewhere.

NOTE TO CONTRIBUTORS: The Saudi Arabian Government now approves only
the spelling "Makkah", in reference to the Holy City of the Hijaz, for
use in English-language Saudi publications. The spelling "Mecca" or
other forms can be used in RANDOM NOTES in quoting earlier printed
matter, in which cases quotation marks should be added if the name is
not otherwise included in a quotation. Otherwise, authors should hence
forth use the spelling "Makkah" (without quotes).
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