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THE ARABIAN PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION

The Association was established in 1968 in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia by a
group of Aramco employees particularly interested in Saudi Arabian
philately.  Membership is open to all interested Aramco employees and
their dependents eligible to use Aramco facilities.  Annual dues are SR
10. Others may subscribe to A.P.A. publications and participate in the
A.P.A. new issue service and auctions.  Annual subscription fee is SR10
in Saudi Arabia, $5 (U.S.) in Europe, and $7 in the U.S.A.  Late renewals,
after April 1, are SR 20, $8 and $10, respectively.  There is a one-time
initiation fee of SR 25 or U.S. $7.50 for both members and subscribers.
Annual fees include all publications for the year (by airmail).

Applications for membership or subscriptions, together with dues or fees,
should be sent to the membership secretary.  Checks should be made payable
to The Arabian Philatelic Association.  All changes of address should also
be sent to the membership secretary.

All of the following A.P.A. officers may be addressed c/o Arabian
Philatelic Association, ARAMCO Box 1929, Dhahran 31311, Saudi Arabia.

RANDOM NOTES

The A.P.A.'s publication, RANDOM NOTES, is issued four times a year.

The editor is Mr. R. J. Thoden, ARAMCO Box 1802, Dhahran 31311, Saudi
Arabia.

Articles on all aspects of Saudi Arabian philately are urgently needed
for publication in the RANDOM NOTES, and should be submitted directly to
the editor.  The right to edit or reject all submissions is reserved.

A.P.A. meetings are held the second Saturday of each month at 7 P.M. in
Aramco facilities in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.

The A.P.A. provides a new issue service for Saudi stamps to its members
and subscribers.  This is handled by:

R.J. Thoden - for members/subscribers attending meetings in Dhahran.
J. M. Wilson - for subscribers in U.S.A. & Canada.  Mr Wilson is a stamp

dealer and charges  a fee for his services.  His address
is: P.O.Box 3054, Humble, Texas 77347-3054. U.S.A.

W.A. King - for subscribers elsewhere, including Saudi Arabia.

J. I. Kearney, President
B.H. Walthall, Past President  P. C. Stainer, 1st Vice president
R.J. Thoden, 2nd Vice president  R Bradford, Corresponding Secretary
W.A. King, Membership Secretary  J. I. Kearney, Auctioneer
G.P. Polonica, Treasurer  K. Forber, Annual Show Chairman
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RANDOM NOTES FROM DHAHRAN

By:  R. J. Thoden

1 I was fortunate to be able to arrange my vacation this year so that
I could attend AMERIPEX in Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. The show was
excellent - and I'm glad I went. It provided an opportunity to meet
again A.P.A. subscribers Fred Benedict, Jack Wilson, David Graham,
Elias Kawar, and Jean Lee, and for the first time, Frank Patterson
and Carl Catherman.

Not having seen the list of exhibits in advance, I was quite
surprised not to find a single exhibit of Saudi Arabia. One Yemen
exhibit did include some Saudi stamps used in Yemen during the
occupation in 1934 (see item 4), and one Holy Land exhibit had some
Hejaz Railway cancellations I was totally unaware of (see item 5).

A few dealers had Saudi material, but prices seemed very high to
me. One person managed to buy a set of the "BOYAUME" errors, Scott
#l85a-186a, but at a high price (full Gibbons catalog). However,
these are so rare, if one wants them, one cannot afford to pass them
up when offered. 1 bought a few early CASOC and ARAMCO covers which
were useful in composing my article on "Early Aramco Postal History"
in this issue of RANDOM NOTES. I also bought a small, rather messy
collection, which among a lot of junk, also contained the stamps
described in items 2 and 3 below.

A number of forgeries were seen offered for sale. One prominent New
York auction house had a Saudi lot for direct sale in which most of
the value was represented by handstamp errors of the First and
Second Nejd issues (Scott #1-54). The only problem was that all of
these were fake. Several auction houses had lots for viewing,
including several examples of Scott L76-76A. some of which were
obvious forgeries. On the other hand, one auction had a copy of L81
which looked good at first glance. I put a successful bid on it,
and when I received it, it plated perfectly. I'm quite pleased with
that one. What this points out again is that you, the buyer, need
to know your material - many auction houses don't!!!

2 At AMERIPEX I bought a small collection which contained two official
stamps new to me. The first is a 20 qirsh green of the 4th official
set. This is unrecorded anywhere and no one at the show or here in
Dhahran recalls ever having seen this stamp. Its appearance at this
late date is most surprising. In 1964. twelve values were released
to the stamp trade, and about 1969-1971, the A.P.A. was able to buy
the remaining listed values directly from the Stamp Treasury in
Makkah. Possibly the 20 qirsh was completely used up by that time.

The second new stamp is the 10 qirsh of the 5th and last official
set, but watermarked Scott type 337. This is not listed by Scott
but does appear in Gibbons. It appears that this is a late printing
similar to the Scott-listed 6 and 20 qirsh values which first came
with watermark Scott type 361. Are there any others?
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