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ARABIAN  PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia

RANDOM NOTES NO. 6
20th May 1975

Your editor has had a few tough months recently, what with fixing up a new place here
and nursing his wife through a lung operation and other assorted ills. I have neglected you all,
but it has been in a good cause and I hope you will be understanding.

We held our fourth annual stamp show, APEX-IV, on April 11 here in Dhahran. Two
enterprising sons of Bob McFarlane made up envelopes with a special cachet and sold them, and
they also mailed a few to our overseas members. The recipients were puzzled, because the
envelope was mailed empty and without any explanation, but it was intended as a show
souvenir. They were specially cancelled by the Post Office with the April 11 date, and I think
the boys did a nice job. Grand Award for Best in Show went to Fred Benedict for a stunning
display of the Hejaz Jiddah overprints, all genuine and thoroughly researched. For example, L51
through L75 were complete. Your editor was green with envy!

I should point out that a piece of my own stuff, billed as "Saudi Arabia, 1925 - 1960,
Stamps and Covers", took a silver medal at Florex last year. There is hope for us Saudi Arabian
collectors yet!

Let's get on to a few specific "Notes":

1. The  100th Anniversary of the UPU issue  (the square stamps in 3p, 4p and l0p
denominations)   are   being   speculated   in.      The   wholesale   price   on   a recent
Stolow   list   was   $9.00,   and   $19.50   retail   price   for   the   set   was quoted in an
advertisement in stamp magazines in the USA. We had plenty here when it came out last
fall, and in fact we sold  200  sets  back  to the Post  Office  that we  couldn't use!     We
went   back   again,  after  we  learned of the high prices, but the 4p was no longer available.

2. We   did   not   publish   a  list   of   prices   for   the   Auction   of  March   7,   but   I
have   tried   to   illustrate   a  few   for   you   in   Attachment   #1.      You   can   see that
there   are   a  lot  of  odd   values   of   the   GOSP,   Dam,   and   Airplane definitives
that are  very  scarce  -  we'll  try  to  publish   something  on  this in a year or two when
the dust dies down.

3. Attached   also   is   "A   Preliminary   Study:      The   Second   Jeddah   Provisional
Postage   Due   Issue",   by   R.J.   Thoden   and   F.C.   Benedict.      This   is   a   fine
piece of research.    We hope to have more on the fake overprints of Hejaz in future
"Random Notes".

4. The  final  attachment  is  a  set  of   notes   describing   "A  Visit   to   the   Stamp printing
Press   in   Riyadh,   March   15,   1975",   by   R.C.   McFarlane   and   E.A. Sundberg.
This is rich in news items and information and  deserves  your close  study.     I would
like  to point out  that the  Press  is  operated  by  the Ministry  of  Finance  and   not  by
the   postal  authorities.      The   report  lists (item  10)  the  "5  gersch Saud  Redrawn
airmail, unwatermarked  (used only)"; unfortunately,   none   could   be  obtained,   but
at   least   we   know   that   some were placed  on sale.
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The Arabian Philatelic Association was, as a result of McFarlane's and Sundberg's visit,
then invited to participate in the Stamp Review Committee, and your editor attended the meeting
of May 12 in Riyadh. The information in the attached visit report was generally confirmed. We
also learned the following:

4.1 The  Ramadhan  Stamp will not be repeated next  year.   The  funds went to the
Jam'iyyat al-Birr, a charitable society under the leadership of Amir Salman. The
funds are used to pay debtors' obligations and thus get debtors released from prison,
as well as for other charities.

4.2 All stamps printed by the Press in Riyadh are sent to Mecca for distribution,
including those that have to be then sent back to Riyadh to the post offices.

4.3 The Press currently prints 50,000,000 stamps a  year,   but  this, of course includes
the voluminous printings of cigarette tax stamps.

4.4 The signature that appears as a stretched-out line of writing in the   second
watermark   is that of Aba al-Khayl,   Minister of Finance.

4.5 At   the   end   of   May,   the   Press   expects   to   receive   new, unwatermarked,
coated  paper  that will better  show  the  colors  of the   commemoratives.
Watermarked   paper   will   still   be   used   for definitives.

4.6 In the next month or  so,  there will be an issue  honoring  Saudia, the  national
airline.     The  stamp(s)  will  show   both  a  Dakota  and a Tri-Star.

4.7 The   recent   Meteorological   stamp   shows   prominently   the   letters "KSA"   for
Kingdom   of   Saudi   Arabia.   This   abbreviation   will   be standard from now on.

4.8 Use of official  stamps  ceased  about the middle of last  year.     In addition to those
listed  in  Scott as 048 -  072,  we  have  seen  the 20p on the other watermark, the
l00p green, and the 7p, 8p, and 9p  values,   the  last  three  in  the   hands  of  the
local  post  office. It   is   not   legal to sell the official stamps,   and we could  not
obtain these.

4.9 Use of stamps showing Sa'ud's cartouche will shortly cease,  and these stamps will
not be allowed to pay postage. Aramco is now enjoying a grace period during which
they are to use up any stocks. This means that some values of the 1965 definitives
will not now appear; Dam 50p, GOSP l00p, and Airplane 50p, l00p and 200p. We
have seen everything else for the 1965 series. The 11p air was available here in
quantity for a short time , but all remaining sheets were sent back to Riyadh, and the
limited quantity we bought for new issue service is now all that we will get.
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4.10  A    stamp    to    honor    the    four    Imams    of    Islam    will    be issued   for
the   next   Hajj,   29   Dhu-al-Hijja,   corresponding   to   1 January,    1976.       It
will   have    gold    arabesques   on   a    gray background;   the   names  of the   four
Imams   are   arranged   in   a circular  pattern  in  dark   blue.     A  white   border
will  contain inscriptions.  The  whole  will  be  perforated   both  ways  across   the
center to divide it into four 4p  stamps.

4.11  We were shown designs for a stamp to honor the first two mosques in  Saudi Arabia.
The  first,   known  as  the   Friday  Mosque,  is   in Medina,  and  the  second,
known as  Juwatha,  is outside  Hofuf in the  Eastern  Province.     This   stamp  may
be   released   in  the   next two or three months.

4.12  Two    series    of    issues    are    planned.       One    will    feature archaeological
sites,  and   the  other   will  honor  various. Saudi Arabian cities.

5. At the APA Meeting  of  May   13,  we  were  honoured  by  the  presence of  two officials
from the Press: 'Abd al-Jabbar al-Yahya, Production Manager, and Salim-ud-Din Ghori,
Designer. They showed us the hand-drawn color separations for the recent Meteorological
issue, and the artist's design and proof stamp for the stamp honoring the first mosques.
After their talk, they graciously answered questions from the floor.

JOHN M. WILSON
Editor

Retyped May 1987
W.A.King

RN
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Attachment No. 1
$1 = SR 3.49

SAMPLE SALE PRICES
AUCTION MARCH 7, 1975

Lot
No.

Scott
No. Description

Cat.
Value

Sales
Price

2 L8,9,10 On rather tatty cover with all-Arabic Mecca Cancel.
Smudgy Jiddah receiving mark on back.

    - SR. 50

9 36a Mint very fine used, black overprint (there seems to be
enough of these to meet demand, and $30 is probably
too high as a catalog price)

$ 30 SR. 41

15 80 Used block of 4, imperf between horizontally.     - SR. 60

58     - Imperf of issued value, 1p Dam, see note in Scott after
260.  NH imperf pair on watermarked paper.  Mayo
1001 WV Cat. $25.

    - SR. 60

60 C47A 20p 1965 Air NH $ 1.50 SR. 30

61 C68 20p Faisal air NH $ 1 SR. 22

67 251a Malaria Souvenir Sheet
(Catalog is about right.  These are still available)

$ 8 SR. 18

71     - The two airletter sheets, unused     - SR. 30

77 L2a ½p perf 10, mint VF. $ 25 SR. 85

79 L48(var) Inverted overprint, genuine.     - SR. 50

82 L70 NH, very fine, genuine $ 8 SR. 40

83 L74,75 Mint, lightly hinged, genuine. $ 22 SR. 80

84 L75 Mint NH, genuine - top margin $ 10 SR. 60

86 L82 Horiz. Strip of 3 with left hand margin pair imperf be-
tween.

    - SR.100

87 L185 The rare red & orange, double perfs at right (I think
somebody got a bargain)

    - SR. 65

89 30-34 Pilgrimage complete M, VF. $ 50 SR.150

90 69-74 First colors, NH corner blocks of 4 $ 36 SR. 85

91 211-23 Cairo printing, Dam complete.
Mint NH - fine to very fine

$ 38.35 SR. 80

92 C33 1p 1965 airmail, NH $ 1.50 SR. 20
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Lot
No.

Scott
No. Description

Cat.
Value

Sales
Price

93 C99 20p falcon airmail, NH $ 0.75 SR. 14

115 161-72 NH set, Tughra. (unsold at reserve of SR.100) $ 42.50 -

116 173-6 Radhwa Harbor, NH $ 5.65 SR.17

117 224-39 Cairo, GOSP complete $38.35 SR.100

141 - Philby cover from Riyadh to England via Kuwait.
Stampless.  Clean strike “Koweit” 17 July 1918, early
use.  (unsold against reserve of SR. 150; cover some-
what ragged.)

- -

142 - Philby cover from Riyadh to England via Bahrain.
Stampless.  Extremely rare, from Philby’s first trip to
Saudi Arabia.   Clear Bahrain  backstamp  dated 12
December 1917.  (a rare cover and worth the price, I
think.)

- SR.310

JMW
5/24/75

RN
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A PRELIMINARY STUDY

THE SECOND JEDDAH PROVISIONAL POSTAGE DUE ISSUE

By R.J. Thoden and F.C. Benedict

BACKGROUND

Disagreements between King Hussain of the Hejaz and Sultan Abdul Aziz ibn Saud of
Nejd culminated in an invasion of the Hejaz by Wahabi forces in September 1924. King Hussain
abdicated on Ocober 4, 1924 and was succeeded by his son, Ali. The Wahabis rapidly captured
most of the Hejaz and laid siege to Jeddah. Cut off from any immediate source of new postage
stamps, and wishing to prevent the use of stocks captured by the Wahabis in Mecca, all existing
stocks in Jeddah were ordered to be overprinted. The overprint, in various formats, consisted of
the words in Arabic "Al-hukumat al-Hejaziah 5 Rabi' al-Awwal 1343", meaning "The Hejaz
Government October 4th, 1924."

The first overprinted postage due stamps, appearing in January 1925, were prepared in
quite small quantities on remainders of 1917 postage dues. Most seem to have been obtained by
Philatelists, and by March 1925, more postage dues were required.

THE ISSUE

Remainders of 1922-1924 ordinary postage stamps (Scott L32,34-39, 49-50; Mayo 50,
52-57, 77-78) were overprinted by typography with the above mentioned wording in two lines
at the top center of the stamp, with a third line consisting of the word "mustahiq" or "due" in a
small box. These stamps are listed by Scott as LJ26a-34, and by Mayo as T216-224.

The word "mustahiq" was almost immediately considered to be too small. The already
overprinted stock was then handstamped "mustahiq" in a much larger box at the bottom of the
stamps. These are listed by Scott as LJ26-34 and by Mayo as T242-250.

VARIETIES

This issue is extremely rich in varieties, such as inverts, doubles, etc. of both the overprint
and the later handstamp. Refer to both Mayo and Warin for listings of these. It is observed that
many more varieties exist than are listed by Warin, while some of Mayo's listed varieties are
doubtful.

PRINTING

Unfortunately, no full sheets of these stamps are available to the authors. However, it is
considered almost certain that a plate of 36 cliches was set up to match the sheet layout of the
basic stamps (6x6), and that each of the 36 cliches was slightly different from the others. This
is the case with all of the other Jeddah provisional issues, of which full sheets have been examined.

The handstamp was a single position only, so that 36 impressions were required to
handstamp every stamp on the sheet. As with all handstamps, the impressions vary with the
amount of ink used, the pressure with which it was applied, and with the degree of wear of the
handstamp. Toward the end, several very small cracks seem to have developed in the left frame
line.
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FORGERIES

These stamps, as well as all other stamps of the Hejaz, were much sought after by
collectors of British colonial stamps at the time of issue. Because of the small quantities printed,
and the large philatelic demand, forgeries soon appeared, probably produced in Cairo. These
forgeries are still commonly found today. At least 50 percent of all "normal" stamps, and a much
higher proportion of varieties such as inverts and doubles, offered by dealers and found in
collections, are not genuine. The detection of these forgeries is complicated by the fact that the
originals were printed from the setting of 36 slightly different cliches, and the forgeries from a
setting of 12 slightly different cliches. This latter fact was determined from the examination of
a half-sheet of the forgeries, consisting of the top three rows of six stamps each. The overprints
in the top two rows were each slightly different, while those in the third row duplicated those of
the first two exactly.

The forged handstamp was done in two ways:
(a)  Type I, one at a time, as in the originals, as seen on several blocks of 12 forgeries.

Each handstamp in these blocks is identical. See Figure 1.
(b) Type II, in a block of 12, apparently from a press, not a handstamp. The same

half-sheet of forgeries mentioned earlier showed slightly different "handstamps" in
the first two rows, but the third row reproduced the first row exactly with respect to
the relative positions of the "handstamps". See Figure 2.

Table 1 summarizes the differences between genuine and forged overprints and hand-
stamps. See Figures 3 and 4 which show reproductions of typical genuine and forged stamps.

All purple and bluish handstamps seen (rather than black) were forgeries. One some
values, the forgeries exist (but not exclusively) on printings of the basic stamps that seem not to
have been used for the genuine overprints, e.g. ⅛p. dark red brown and chocolate shades, ½p.
deep rose shade of the first printing, 1p. on semi-transparent thin very white paper with white
gum, and 3p. brown red with many of the dots missing in the top, bottom and side panels.

CANCELLATIONS

Used stamps are much less common than mint. Genuine cancellations are the bilingual
"Djeddah" with dates of March 1925 or later. Genuine overprinted stamps also exist with the
misused bilingual "Mekke" cancellation dated 9-11-916.

"Used" forgeries show either a corner cancel of "Djeddah" with no date visible, or an
all-Arabic "Mecca Mukarramah" cancel dated 20 Ramadhan 1343.

CONCLUSION

This study has been labeled "preliminary" due to the fact that the authors have not seen
complete sheets of genuine stamps. In addition, only one genuine (although obviously philatel-
ic) cover has been examined. It is therefore possible, although the authors consider it unlikely,
that examination of additional material may change some of the conclusions presented here. The
possibility also exists that there are more types of forgeries. In the meantime, it is suggested that
APA members use extreme caution in purchasing these stamps, especially the double and
inverted overprint varieties and the first release without the handstamp.



Random Notes #6 - Attachment 2 Page 3

REFERENCES

1. Standard Postage Stamp Catalog, Volume III, Scott Publications (1975).

2. The Postal Issues of Hejaz,  Jeddah and Nejd, by D.F. Warin (1927).

3. Barid al-Sa'udiyyah wa al-Hejaz wa Najd, by M. Max Mayo (1973)

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

To Mr. W. H. Bradshaw for the photographs.



Random Notes #6 - Attachment 2 Page 4

TA
B

LE
 1

C
H

A
R

A
C

TE
R

IS
TI

C
S 

O
F 

G
EN

U
IN

E 
A

N
D

 F
O

R
G

ED
 O

V
ER

PR
IN

TS

* 
  A

t l
ea

st
 4

 p
os

iti
on

s 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n

se
en

 w
hi

ch
 h

av
e 

no
 d

ot
.  

B
as

ed
 o

n
pl

at
in

g 
of

 th
e 

ba
si

c 
st

am
p,

 th
es

e
ar

e 
po

si
tio

ns
 1

2,
 1

5,
 2

7 
an

d 
28

N
ot

e:
  N

um
be

rs
 a

t l
ef

t r
ef

er
 to

 F
ig

ur
es

 3
 a

nd
 4

.

C
H

A
R

A
C

TE
R

IS
TI

C
G

EN
U

IN
E

FO
R

G
ER

Y

Pr
in

tin
g 

m
et

ho
d.

Ty
po

gr
ap

he
d 

se
tti

ng
 o

f 3
6.

Ty
po

gr
ap

he
d 

se
tti

ng
 o

f 1
2.

1.
   

B
ox

 c
on

ta
in

in
g 

th
e

w
or

d 
“m

us
ta

hi
q”

.
D

ot
 o

ve
r l

as
t c

ha
ra

ct
er

 a
t l

ef
t h

al
fw

ay
 b

et
w

ee
n

to
p 

fr
am

e 
lin

e 
an

d 
ch

ar
ac

te
r. 

 *
D

ot
 o

ve
r l

as
t c

ha
ra

ct
er

 a
t l

ef
t m

uc
h 

cl
os

er
 to

to
p 

fr
am

e 
lin

e.

2.
   

C
ha

ra
ct

er
 “

la
am

” 
in

m
id

dl
e 

of
 se

co
nd

lin
e.

Le
ft 

si
de

 o
f c

ha
ra

ct
er

 p
oi

nt
s h

or
iz

on
ta

lly
 le

ft,
or

 o
nl

y 
sl

ig
ht

ly
 u

p.
Le

ft 
si

de
 o

f 
ch

ar
ac

te
r 

po
in

ts
 d

is
tin

ct
ly

 u
p-

w
ar

ds
.

3.
   

D
ot

s u
nd

er
 la

st
 c

ha
r-

ac
te

r o
f f

irs
t l

in
e 

(a
t

le
ft)

D
ot

s j
oi

ne
d 

to
 e

ac
h 

ot
he

r a
nd

 to
 a

dj
ac

en
t c

ha
r-

ac
te

rs
.  

D
eg

re
e 

of
 jo

in
in

g 
va

rie
s f

ro
m

 st
am

p 
to

st
am

p.

D
ot

s n
ot

 jo
in

ed
 to

 e
ac

h 
ot

he
r e

xc
ep

t p
os

si
bl

y
in

 h
ea

vi
ly

 in
ke

d 
im

pr
es

si
on

s.



Random Notes #6 - Attachment 2 Page 5

TA
B

LE
 1

 (c
on

tin
ue

d)
C

H
A

R
A

C
TE

R
IS

TI
C

S 
O

F 
G

EN
U

IN
E 

A
N

D
 F

O
R

G
ED

 H
A

N
D

ST
A

M
PS

* 
O

ne
 c

op
y 

se
en

 w
ith

 a
 b

re
ak

 ju
st

le
ft 

of
 th

e 
‘L

’ m
ar

k.

N
ot

e:
  N

um
be

rs
 a

t l
ef

t r
ef

er
 to

 F
ig

ur
es

 3
 a

nd
 4

.

C
H

A
R

A
C

TE
R

IS
TI

C
G

EN
U

IN
E

FO
R

G
ER

Y
 T

Y
PE

 I
FO

R
G

ER
Y

 T
Y

PE
 II

Pr
in

tin
g 

m
et

ho
d.

H
an

ds
ta

m
pe

d 
si

ng
le

 im
pr

es
si

on
.

H
an

ds
ta

m
pe

d 
si

ng
le

 im
pr

es
si

on
.

Ty
po

gr
ap

he
d 

in
 a

 b
lo

ck
 o

f 1
2.

4.
   

Lo
w

er
 fr

am
e 

lin
e.

In
ta

ct
.  

*
C

le
ar

 b
re

ak
 e

xa
ct

ly
 u

nd
er

 th
e 

“L
”

m
ar

k.
C

le
ar

 b
re

ak
 e

xa
ct

ly
 u

nd
er

 th
e

“L
” 

m
ar

k.

5.
   

Le
ft 

fr
am

e 
lin

e.
O

rig
in

al
ly

 in
ta

ct
.  

La
te

 im
pr

es
si

on
s

sh
ow

 sm
al

l b
re

ak
s.

Sm
al

l b
re

ak
 n

ea
r b

ot
to

m
.

Sm
al

l b
re

ak
 n

ea
r b

ot
to

m
, e

x-
ce

pt
 p

os
iti

on
 9

.

6.
   

“D
am

m
ah

” 
vo

w
el

m
ar

k.
R

el
at

iv
el

y 
la

rg
e 

an
d 

cl
ea

rly
 o

pe
n.

A
lm

os
t t

he
 sa

m
e 

as
 g

en
ui

ne
.

V
ar

ie
s f

ro
m

 p
os

iti
on

 to
 p

os
i-

tio
n.

  
M

os
t 

ar
e 

de
fin

ite
ly

sm
al

le
r. 

 S
om

e 
ar

e 
m

er
el

y
do

ts
.

7.
   

La
st

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
 a

t l
ef

t.
Fi

na
l s

tro
ke

 a
t l

ef
t c

om
es

 w
el

l u
p,

 a
l-

m
os

t l
ev

el
 w

ith
 lo

op
ed

 p
ar

t o
f c

ha
ra

c-
te

r.

Sa
m

e 
as

 g
en

ui
ne

.
M

an
y 

po
si

tio
ns

 h
av

e 
th

e 
fin

al
st

ro
ke

 to
o 

lo
w

.

8.
   

D
ot

s o
ve

r l
as

t c
ha

r-
ac

te
r a

t l
ef

t.
O

rig
in

al
ly

 2
 d

is
tin

ct
 d

ot
s. 

 In
 w

or
n 

or
he

av
y 

im
pr

es
si

on
s, 

th
ey

 a
pp

ea
r

jo
in

ed
.

Sa
m

e 
as

 g
en

ui
ne

.
O

nl
y 

1 
do

t o
r a

 d
as

h,
 e

xc
ep

t
po

si
tio

n 
7 

w
hi

ch
 h

as
 n

o 
do

t a
t

al
l.



Random Notes #6 - Attachment 2 Page 6

Figure 1.  A block of 12 Type I forgeries with true handstamp of “mustahiq” in box.  All
handstamps identical.  Basic stamps are positions 13 to 24 from rows 3 and 4 in the sheet.
Forged overprint positions are 1 to 12.

Figure 2.  A block of 18 Type II forgeries with printed “handstamp” of “mustahiq” in box.  All
“handstamps” different.  Basic stamps are positions 1 to 18 from the top three rows of the sheet.
Forged overprint and “handstamp” positions are 7 to 12, 1 to 6, and 7 to 12 for the three rows
of stamps.  Although this figure is not clear enough to see details, note that the relative positions
of the “handstamps” in rows 1 and 3 are identical.



Random Notes #6 - Attachment 2 Page 7

Fi
gu

re
 4

.  
A

 p
ai

r 
of

 T
yp

e 
II

 f
or

ge
rie

s 
w

ith
 th

e
pr

in
te

d 
“h

an
ds

ta
m

p”
. 

 L
ef

t 
st

am
p 

ha
s 

do
ub

le
“h

an
ds

ta
m

p”
 p

ro
du

ce
d 

by
 c

ov
er

in
g 

th
e 

rig
ht

st
am

p 
w

he
n 

th
e 

se
co

nd
 im

pr
es

si
on

 w
as

 a
pp

lie
d.

B
ot

h 
st

am
ps

 h
av

e 
an

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 u

ni
nk

ed
 im

pr
es

-
si

on
 o

f a
n 

in
ve

rte
d 

“h
an

ds
ta

m
p”

.  
B

as
ic

 s
ta

m
ps

ar
e 

po
si

tio
ns

 1
9 

an
d 

20
.  

Fo
rg

ed
 o

ve
rp

rin
t a

nd
“h

an
ds

ta
m

p”
 p

os
iti

on
s a

re
 7

 a
nd

 8
.

Fi
gu

re
 3

. 
 A

 b
lo

ck
 o

f 
4 

ge
nu

in
e 

ov
er

pr
in

ts
 a

nd
ha

nd
st

am
ps

.  
Po

si
tio

ns
 a

re
 2

9,
 3

0,
 3

5 
an

d 
36

 (
th

e
lo

w
er

 ri
gh

t c
or

ne
r b

lo
ck

).

RN



Random Notes #6 - Attachment 3 Page 1

Dhahran
March 29, 1975

A VISIT TO THE STAMP PRINTING PRESS IN RIYADH,
MARCH 15. 1975

We visited the stamp printing press in Riyadh on the above date and discussed the operations at
length with the Manager, Mr.Nassir Rasheed. Listed below is some information that we
gathered as a result:

1) Four  and  ten  Gersch  air  letter  sheets  are  being  printed  in  Pakistan and  will  be
distributed  to  Post  Offices  within  one  month.   The  ten Gersch  airletter  will  be
larger  in  size  for  easier  differentiation  and more  writing  space,  and  both  will  have
the  "airplane"  stamp  design. The  initial  issue  will  be  about  3,000,000  for  each
value.  Air  letters with  new stamp designs similar to U.S.  airletters are  being
developed and will be printed in Riyadh  soon.   Therefore,  the  Pakistani printed
airletter may prove to be a short-lived issue.

2) The Falcon,  horse and  other animals as well as  humans will probably not be pictured
on future stamps due to Government Koranic concern over living  things on  stamp
designs.  The  remaining  unissued  Tourist issue stamps depicting  animals  are  being
withheld  from  distribution. The Wadi Hanifa and airplane stamps are also no longer
being printed.  The feeling is that these  designs  are  inconsequential  and  now irrelevant
in light of the continued development of Saudi Arabia.

3) There are plans to develop a new set of definitive stamps with designs covering the oil
industry, principal features of main Saudi cities, religious  places,  monuments  and
natural  or  historical  places  such  as Madayin Saleh.  Mr. Rasheed indicated that the
Central Planning Office was  to write  to Aramco  inviting  possible  designs  for  stamps
for  the oil  industry  stamps.   We  indicated  that  the  Club  could  help  out  in this
project  and  would  contact  Mr.  Rasheed  at  a  later  date. Evidently,  a  fee  is  available
for  successful  designs  accepted  by  the Government.

4) Mr. Rasheed informed us that some pressure is  being applied to issue definitives  in
fewer  denominations  which  roughly  correspond  to  the values  commonly  used  for
postage to  major  postal areas.   Evidently, this  is  not  being  acted  upon  and  perhaps
represents  Mr.  Rasheed's personal feelings.

5) After issue, the 100th Anniversary of the Universal Postal Union stamp set was subse-
quently frowned upon because it shows the human form in the symbol of the UPU which
is reproduced on the stamps.  The stamps also show a bird in the symbol of the Arabian
Postal Union.   The set was  printed  in  quantities  of  200,000  but  many  will  probably
not  be distributed.   The Philatelic section has none available.  (Note:  the 1970 UPU
Building issue has the same emblem but on a smaller scale).
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6) The   normal  printing of all  current  commemoratives  is  200,000  each.

7) Stamps are generally designed by an Egyptian group in the Ministry of Communication. A
Review Committee including Finance and Communications people approves the basic
design. A Pakistani Designer at the Printing Press is permitted some leeway in modifying
the basic design, such as positioning of words, values, etc. Proofs in two copies are then sent
to the Committee for final approval. Imperforates are not printed and secure measures have
been placed in effect to account for all printers waste. The latter is burned and witnessed.

8) The production book at the Printing Press showed the following unlisted stamps: (Note that
many of these were also on file at the time an APA Group first visited the Stamp Press in
1971): (All original frame, watermark 2 unless otherwise noted).

The Dam, GOSP, Air  (Faysal, unwatermarked)

Complete sets per our list with the exception of the 30 and 75 Gersch values which appeared
only on the yellow gum (1960) issue:

9) Braille Issue: 4, 10 Gersch commemorative issue, which apparently will be the next one
issued.

10) New stamps seen in circulation in Riyadh:

11) Contrary to rumor, stamp stocks are still held in Mecca and will probably not be moved  to
Riyadh for the time being. This was confirmed by Officials in the Ministry  of  Communi-
cation and the Manager of the Printing Press,   as well as others.   Apparently this  will not
occur until  personnel changes  take  place  in  Mecca.

Falcon Issue: 15, 18, 19, 23, 27, 33, 50, 100, 200 Gersch

The Arabian Horse: 12 Gersch

Expansion Mecca Mosque: 13, 14, 26 Gersch

Madayin Saleh: 17 Gersch

5 Gersch - Saud Redrawn airmail, unwatermarked
(used only)

12 & 17 Gersch - Faysal, unwatermarked Airmail

8 Gersch - Ka’aba - Original frame, watermark 2, white
background for value.
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12) A  large, Central Post Office building is scheduled for construction in Riyadh within the
next two months.

13) First Day covers are printed but are not generally issued for the public. The Ministry of
Communication apparently prepares about 300 for favoured distribution within the Min-
istry and Government for most new issues.  Hence, Official First Day covers are rarer
than previously thought. None have been printed since 1972.

14) New Issue Service
The Philatelic Agency in the Ministry of Communications has, at most, only 4 or 5 recent
back-issues and will only send five copies of each stamp per person. There are indications
that some past issues back into the 1940's may again be placed on sale at face value "in a
couple of weeks".

15) The Printing Press does not currently print Saudi Money, this is being done by De La Rue
in England but the printing is slated  to be shifted to Riyadh sometime within the next five
years and funds for buildings and equipment are included in the current five year develop-
ment plan.

16) Mr.  Rasheed informed us that no imperforate varieties of  current stamps are being
printed and  that only  two  proofs  are  generated  for the  approval  of  the  Stamp  Review
Committee.  He  also  indicated  that Official  stamps  are  no  longer  being  printed.
Fiscals, however, are printed by his plant.

17) We  extended  an  informal  invitation  to  Mr.  Rasheed  to  visit  the  Club and give a talk
on the Stamp Press. We suggest this be followed up by our Program Chairman.

18) We  visited  a  Mr.  Abdulaziz  Saeed  who  has  been  a  stamp  dealer  for twenty years
in Riyadh. He has  recently  sent all of  his  stamps  out of the country however, and is not
selling  Saudi material at the  present time.  He has just about completed a  book  in Arabic
on  Saudi  postage stamps  which  the  Club  may  wish  to  purchase  after  it  is  printed.
He currently has about 100 standard size pages typed double spaced. It is illustrated  and
covers  the  period  since  1916.   He  plans  to  leave Arabia soon.

Signed
R. C.  McFarlane.
E. A.  Sundberg.
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The following article by Dr. Randall Baker was distributed with Random Notes #6; it first appeared in Stamp
Collecting, March 6th, 1975. [MCL 2014]



Random Notes #6 - Attachment 4 Page 2

RN


